
College 
Accommodations
in the K-12 Space
Transitioning Students to
Self-Advocacy



The Laws 
That Guide Us
Acknowledging the Differences



Accessibility Laws:
K-12 System

Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act 
(IDEA)

Rehabilitation Act of 
1973, section 504 
subpart D

SUCCESS
• Free Appropriate 

Public Education (FAPE)

• Maximize student potential

• Academics tailored to 
student abilities



Accessibility Laws:
Higher Education

Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA)

Rehabilitation Act of 
1973, section 504 
subpart E

ACCESS
• "Level playing field“

• Remove barriers

• Equal right to succeed 
or fail



Accommodation Differences –
A Quick Peek

K-12 System

Flexible deadlines to turn in assignments

Teacher/Staff modifies/rewords instructions to 
meet individual comprehension needs 

IEP/504 Plan can allow access to 
notes during tests

Modified or reduced test and homework content

College

Due dates indicated in the syllabus apply to 
all students uniformly

Student must ask for clarification when needed 
(self-advocacy)

Notes permitted during tests only if 
allowed for the entire class

All students complete the same coursework 
and take the same tests



Shifting Expectations

School Student

Teacher Instructor

Parent Student



FERPA



Information Sharing under FERPA

Student

College

K12

Parents ROI



Shift of Initiative

School Student



Identifying
Students in 

Need

K-12 System College

School identifies and 
evaluates students needing 

additional support. 
(Child Find)

Student chooses to register for 
accommodations through

Accessibility Services.

School notifies teachers of 
students with IEP/504 

accommodations.

Student chooses to 
notify instructors

of their accommodation 
status, once approved (LOA).

School arranges supports 
needed to guarantee 

student’s success.

Student chooses to utilize any 
supports available and 

chooses to disclose 
accommodation status to 

those offices.



Shift of Initiative not instigated

School Student

IMPACT: Delayed access to college accommodation



Shift of Mindset 

Teacher Instructor



Teacher             vs.          Instructor

Middle/High School Teacher

May openly discuss student progress with 
parents and other support persons

Is informed of IEP/ETR/504 students 
by the school system

Modifies curriculum for individual students as 
dictated by the IEP/ETR/504

Works to ensure student is successful and 
progresses through their classes

College Instructor

Maintains student confidentiality unless student 
has signed a Release of Information with the college 

and/or with Accessibility Services

Waits for students to self-identify
by submitting a copy of their LOA

Holds all students equally accountable for the 
established curriculum with no modification, 

regardless of accommodation

Works to overcome barriers preventing equal access 
to course materials, content, and learning outcomes



Accommodation Differences – 
A Quick Peek

K-12 System

Flexible deadlines to turn in assignments

Teacher modifies/rewords instructions to 
meet individual comprehension needs 

IEP/504 Plan can allow access to 
notes during tests

Modified or reduced test and homework content

College

Due dates indicated in the syllabus apply to 
all students uniformly

Student must ask for clarification when needed 
(self-advocacy)

Notes permitted during tests only if 
allowed for the entire class

All students complete the same coursework 
and take the same tests



Shift of Mindset not maintained

Teacher Instructor

IMPACT: False expectations, Loss of course credit, 
Delayed graduation



Shift of Responsibility

Parent Student



Parental Role

K-12 System College

Parent has access to 
student records and can 

participate in the 
accommodation process.

Student has sole access 
to college records. Parents 
may not interact without 

student’s permission.
Parent advocates for 

student: parents can call 
teachers and request 
feedback on student's 

progress.

Student must self-advocate: 
parents do not contact 

instructors. Communication 
about progress occurs 

between student and parent.





Shift of Responsibility not enacted

Parent Student

IMPACT: Student sanctioned for parent actions



Letter of Accommodation



Registration Steps

Submit 
Documentation

• IEP/ETR, 504 
Plan, etc.

Acknowledge 
the invitation

• Students are invited to schedule 
a Welcome meeting

Meet with the 
Access Advisor

• LOA is crafted during 
this meeting









ccpteaching@cscc.edu
www.cscc.edu/academics/college-credit-plus

disability@cscc.edu
www.cscc.edu/services/disability

Accommodation Description Sheet: www.cscc.edu/employee/faculty/student-support/disability-services.shtml 

mailto:ccpteaching@cscc.edu
http://www.cscc.edu/academics/college-credit-plus/
mailto:disability@cscc.edu
http://www.cscc.edu/services/disability
https://www.cscc.edu/employee/faculty/student-support/disability-services.shtml
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